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Partner Family Snapshot
Lakeahia Meriweather is a goal setter. Life has not necessarily
dealt her the best cards, but she keeps working toward her goals to
make significant improvements in her life. Before coming to Habitat,
Lakeahia was living at Lucas Place, a transitional housing facility for
homeless families. Prior to that, she was living in a shelter with her
3 children. Lucas Place was such a blessing as she was able to get
on her feet, find stable employment, and even earn a GED.
“Habitat has been a goal for two years and I’m happy that I’m finally
here. I’ve accomplished a lot. I set goals and make them happen.
I’ve accomplished everything on my list so far. ”
To learn more about Lakeahia’s journey, please visit:
www.evansvillehabitat.org
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WHO WE ARE:

Seeking to put God’s
love into action,
Habitat for Humanity
of Evansville brings
people together
to build homes,
communities and hope
in Vanderburgh and
Posey Counties.

Leadership In Action
In 1984, the first Habitat for Humanity
of Evansville house was built. Inspired
by the vision of Bobbie Hoy, Richard
Schechter, Jim Perigo, and many
others, Habitat developed a sense
of passion and entrepreneurial spirit
that has guided the construction of
homes in the local area. The Habitat
Board of Directors has been a guiding
force through an exciting evolution
of leadership that has helped this
organization grow over time.
It takes immense dedication and passion to create a “start up” movement like Habitat. In
the early Habitat days, the large projects and blitz builds in 1992, 1995 and 2000 were led
primarily by the Board of Directors.
The Board raised money, recruited volunteers, worked directly with partner families
and even constructed homes. As the organization began to grow, the role of the board
changed as well. They went from a role as a working board – one where members
actively do the work - to a governing board with a desire to still do the “heavy lifting”
work. By locating qualified, mission-focused staff, the board has been able to evolve into
the mentoring body of this affiliate in terms of vision and strategic planning.
The Board members at Habitat are truly the core of building homes, communities and
hope. Without their guidance, support and passion, this organization would not be able to
move forward and continue to provide access to affordable housing.

Note From The Executive Director

Board Officers
John B. Phipps

Since 1984, Habitat for Humanity of Evansville has built or
renovated 416 homes and worked directly with over 500 families
in Vanderburgh and Posey Counties. If you look beyond the
homes, you will see the opportunity to build even stronger
communities thanks to the efforts of Habitat partner families.
Once a family moves into a new home, an opportunity arises for
each of them to become active community leaders and partners.
It is our goal in 2013 to further strengthen our relationships with
current Habitat partner families so they can become advocates
in building their neighborhoods from the ground up. Many
families have indicated a desire to “give back.” This year we are
exploring how Habitat might help equip families to do just that
— give back in the neighborhoods in which they live.

President

HONOR / MEMORIAL / IN-KIND GIFTS: October 2, 2012 – February 1, 2013
In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

Dr. and Mrs. Barry Barnes 60th
Wedding Anniversary
Lynn Isvik

Richard French
John and Donna Hamilton

Logan Alley
Harriette Alley

Shawnte Bates
Joyce Schutz
Steven Becker and Karen
Glazier
Elizabeth Kalb

Monica Stinchfield

Charles and Shirley Brizius
Sally Cooper

Steve Titzer

Spike and Patricia Durant
Carol Nichols

Vice-President
Treasurer

Mike Shoulders
Secretary

Board Members
Julie Cline
Rev. Dennis Davenport
Joyce Donaldson
J.P. Engelbrecht
Butch Feulner
Beth Folz
Mike Hull
Elizabeth Kalb
James Long
Rev. F.P. Miller
Bill Schirmer
Steve Sorensen
Steve Thomas
Jodi Uebelhack
Jim Wittman

2

Giving The Gift Of Change

Lori Reed
Executive Director
Habitat for Humanity of Evansville

Michael Forston
Marcia Forston

Glenwood Achievements

Harold Godeke’s 80th Birthday
Patty and John Wiseman

The Glenwood Community Development Initiative (GCDI) was formed in early 2008 to
facilitate collaboration among community residents, service providers, and community
investors to create transformational neighborhood improvement in the Glenwood
Neighborhood. Some of the most significant, visible work in the Glenwood Neighborhood
has been in the area of housing, thanks to Habitat for Humanity of Evansville.

Gaylen and Vicki Greve
Patty and John Wiseman

The impacts of these efforts are apparent in residents’ feedback from a recent five-year
report released by Diehl Evaluation and Consulting Services:
• Between 2010 and 2012, there were increases in the percentage of residents
who believe housing in the neighborhood is affordable and decent. There were also
improvements in the residents’ perception of the overall physical condition of properties
in the neighborhood.
• The introduction of new Habitat homes in
the community has meant more homes with
sufficient living space, energy efficiency, the
potential for sustainability, and overall quality
of housing.
• Between the development of new
Habitat homes and the weatherization
project, over 100 families have experienced
improved living conditions. These efforts
have been viewed positively by community
residents.

Tom and Barbara Hartman
Jim and Susan Hartman
Joe and Charlene Lamey
Jim and Kim Dunkelbarger
Marvin and Ruth Redman’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary
A Friend
Carolyn Ringham
Jim and Cathy Edrington
Ruby J. Schroeder
Stanley and Joan Nevill
Jim and Pat Steves
Spurling Properties
Ronald and Judith Irvin
Steve and Wendy Thomas
Dan and Kim Hermann
Richard Yeager
Blair and Sarah McKee

John Beckman
David and Beth Clark

Jim Fowler
Fred and Kim Mulfinger
Diane Fowler
Guy Griffith
John and Rosalynn Griffith
Charles Jamison
Tom and Gloria Speer
Patricia Jeffries
Roger and Camille Bailey
Bruce and Elizabeth Beckert
Diane Bender
Tom and Cindy Boals
Tim and Maureen Buckley
Dennis and Lora Burns
Elizabeth Burns
Pat and Lisa Butcher
Rick and Meg Finnin
Bill and Carolyn Fitzgerald
David and Beverly Harper
David and Pearle Jeffries
Tony and Lynn Jones
Ray and RoseMarie Kuntz
Nina Lee Parker
Steve and Susie Points
Hank and Cathy Roofe
Frank and Mary Sessoms
Guy and Carol Spears
Stealth Creative
Peter and Judith Vanica
Mark and Gloria Yowell
John Lutchka
Judy Lutchka
Jerry Melchiors
Tony and Gretchen Melchiors
Marty Paulson
Joseph and Dorothy Malone
Aloysius Preske
Joanne Preske
Paula Simon
James Simon

Lawrence and Ruth Stahl
Quentin and Ann Stahl
Ray Stirsman
Larry Weyer
Cindy Tyring Weber
Melinda and Kenneth Robbins

St. Mark’s United Church of Christ
Jim and Pat Stevens
T.R.U. Event Rental
The Literacy Center
Tracy Zeller Jewelry
Jane Whipple
Whirlpool Corporation
Pat Wilson

Dixie Will
Carol Kissinger
Earl C. Wilson
Bob and Shirley Nicholson
Thomas C. Wood
Diana Wood

In-Kind:

Kathy Abbott
Jim and Pat Bartlett
Bethel United Church of Christ
Parri and David Black
Carol E. Smith Interiors
Todd and Jessica Chamberlain
Jayne Christian
Coca Cola Refreshments USA, Inc.
Dubois Library
Spike and Patricia Durant
Michael and Kathy Erwin
Kathy Ettensohn
Fehrenbacher Cabinets
Linda Garrett
Betty Geiser
Barbara Gilles and Jim Hoover
Joe and Judi Hahn
Nancy Harbold
Amy Hassel
Jim and Carol Havens
Tricia Hollander Henning and Jeff
Henning
Jeanne Humphrey
Chris and Alice Huus
Indiana State Department of Health
David Jones
Junior League of Evansville
Annette and Stephen Lavallo
Nativity Catholic Church Women’s
Group
Sharon and Ron Overton
Quality Execution, Inc.
Reitz Electric
Diane Schillinger
Cookie and Stewart Smith
Steve and Karen Sorensen
St. John the Baptist Parish Nurse
Program

JOHN BECKMAN
REMEMBERED
The Habitat family expresses its
deepest sympathy to the family
of John Beckman, who passed
away February 10, 2013. John
was a faithful Habitat construction
volunteer for 12 years after his
retirement in 1986 following a 31year career as an analytical chemist
at Whirlpool. Health issues
prevented him from continuing to
help build Habitat houses in 1998
but he continued to attend daily
Mass at St. Benedict Cathedral and
to volunteer for his church right up
to the time of his death.
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2013 Partner
Family
Application
Meetings
June 22
August 17
November 16
How are Habitat partner
families selected?
•  Families in need
of decent shelter can
attend an application
meeting and apply for a
home.
•  Habitat’s Family
Selection Committee
chooses homeowners
based on their level
of need, willingness
to become partners in
the program and their
ability to pay a monthly
mortgage.
For more information
on qualifications for
homeownership,
please visit:
http://www.
evansvillehabitat.org/
qualifications

Why Give?

Construction Corner With Steve Smith

Staff

Sharon Goldston’s home in the Glenwood Neighborhood was dedicated on December 14, 2011,
made possible by the estate of John Horace and Margaret Lucille Gooch. A year later, Sharon
shares her experiences as a current Habitat homeowner.

Most everyone has a furnace filter that requires
changing. For every inch of thickness on a filter
you get one month of use. Most of us, and all
of the homes built by Habitat for Humanity of
Evansville, have 1” filters. Thus, they should be
changed every month.

Jo Beth Bootz
Communications Manager
jbootz@evansvillehabitat.org

An interview with Habitat Partner Family: Sharon Goldston

Tell us your Habitat story.
I was living in a one-bedroom apartment. It was everything I needed and it was safe, but it
wasn’t an ideal living situation. For example, I would have to park far from the entrance of my
apartment building because the parking was first-come, first-served. Dealing with a physical
disability, this was a huge challenge. I didn’t have room for my family which was very important
to me as we did not have space when they would come to visit. Also, I did not have a washer/
dryer that was convenient for me. The living room was very small and I didn’t even have room
for a table and chairs. I really wanted more and I was able to work with Habitat and make this a
reality.
You are passionate about your work. What do you do?
I currently work at CAPE (Community Action Program of Evansville) where I tutor adults who are
wanting to attain their GED and elementary school students who are struggling in school. It is so
rewarding to help people better not only their lives, but the lives of their children. I love working
with the children because their self-esteem increases when they are able to break down a
problem and figure it out. They finally see themselves as smart and that is a very big deal in their
lives. They become excited that they can learn! I love teaching and physically it is something I
can do on a weekly basis. I feel so fortunate to have a job that I enjoy so much.
Why Habitat?
I don’t like programs that give to people without requiring
something. I love the way Habitat is set up because you help
people become homeowners. To be a homeowner requires
a lot. You have to be able to pay the mortgage on the house
and it encourages people to work and work hard. Being a
homeowner also makes you become more responsible. The
Habitat homeownership classes teach you so many important
things to help you prepare for this transition. It makes me want
to cry because I love the program since people have to work
very hard for this. I truly believe in it.
To take a tour of Sharon’s home and learn even more about
her journey, please visit Habitat’s YouTube channel at
http://www.youtube.com/EvansvilleHabitat
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Save The Datf Out
ing at Cambridge Golf Club - Thursday, April 25
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2nd Annual Best One Gol
National Women Build Week - May 4-12
minster Presbyterian Church - Thursday, June 13
Ministerial Breakfast at Eastutiv
Featuring Eric Cummings, Exec e Director, Community One
- Tuesday, October 15
Annual Jubilee Celebration at St. Mary’s Manor Auditorium

The results of not replacing the filter can be
extremely costly. When a filter is not changed
it gets dirty (regardless of how clean your home
is kept). The dirt and debris collect on the filter
and block the flow of air, causing the equipment
to work harder to get the air flow needed
through the furnace. This can lead to inefficient heating and cooling as well as creating
the potential that the system could quit working completely. The replacement cost is minimal
compared to the potential repair cost for a system.
If you have a home built by Habitat and do not know how to change your filter, call the construction
department at 423-5623. If you don’t have a home built by Habitat, call a heating and air conditioning
professional for a demonstration.

Habitat Build Update

Michael Erwin
Development Director
merwin@evansvillehabitat.org
Sr. Jane Michele
McClure
Major Gifts Officer
jmcclure@evansvillehabitat.org
Jeanne Mesker
Mortgage/Administrative
Specialist
jmesker@evansvillehabitat.org
Laura Niemeier
Data Systems Specialist
lniemeier@evansvillehabitat.org

Habitat would like to congratulate Dawn Warren
and her family on the completion of House
#416 in late January. Dawn will join many other
Habitat partner families on Morton Avenue in the
Glenwood Neighborhood! During her emotional
dedication ceremony, Dawn was proud to
share in this experience with her entire family,
particularly her mother, “This was all done for
her. She has done everything for me and I’m
glad I could build this house for her.” Dawn will
now continue her partnership with Habitat as
she makes her monthly mortgage payment
and becomes engaged in the Glenwood
Neighborhood.

Tina Nuffer
Construction
Administrative Assistant
tnuffer@evansvillehabitat.org
Steve Smith
Construction Director
ssmith@evansvillehabitat.org
Andrea Ward
Volunteer Workforce
Manager
award@evansvillehabitat.org

With your support, Habitat is looking forward
to building with these families in 2013:
Charles Axley
Rea Fields
Melissa Hayden
Debbie DeVold
Lakeahia Meriweather
Natalie Scott
Stephanie Baker
Brittany Johnson
Myers and Anna Hyman
Rosalind Robinson
Danielle Moore
Rukiya Durden

Lori Reed
Executive Director
lreed@evansvillehabitat.org

Kerry Wire
Construction Manager
kwire@evansvillehabitat.org
Jennifer Wuchner
Finance Director
jwuchner@evansvillehabitat.org
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To learn more about these families, please visit:
http://www.evansvillehabitat.org/partner-families
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CountryMark Supports Mt. Vernon Family

Perigo-Prickett Society

Pastor Hyman and his wife are known in the Mt. Vernon community as the
couple behind At the Cross Mission. The Mission operates a food pantry,
clothing distribution center and a free meal program six days a week for those
who are in need.

For many years, Ben Greiner was a faithful construction volunteer
at Habitat for Humanity of Evansville. For Ben, helping build Habitat
homes was just a natural expression of his Christian faith, which he
and his wife Hilda nurtured at St. Lucas United Church of Christ. Ben
believed in the mission of Habitat so deeply that he made provisions
for the ministry while he was still alive. He made Habitat the sole
beneficiary of an insurance policy which he had and at the time of
his death — September 23, 2009 — it was worth exactly the amount
needed to sponsor a house! The Ben Greiner Build was located at 316
Ridgeway Avenue and was one of the first houses to be dedicated in the
Glenwood Neighborhood. As Terelle Garrett and her family continue to
enjoy the home which Ben helped provide, Ben’s action takes on larger
significance.

“On behalf of our employees, we are happy to support the Habitat ministry
and individuals like Pastor Hyman and his wife Anna, who give generously
of their time and talents to our community,” said CountryMark CEO Charlie
Smith. CountryMark is Indiana’s only American-owned oil exploration,
production, refining and marketing company.
CountryMark generously donated $55,000 toward the building of the Hyman home, which will be
constructed at the corner of Second and Maple Street in Mt. Vernon. Construction will begin this summer and the
Hymans plan to be in their new house by Thanksgiving.

The Perigo-Prickett Society is a recognition society that honors those individuals who have remembered Habitat for Humanity of
Evansville in their estate plans. The Society is pleased to welcome as new members, David and Ginny Cook.

In addition to the Hyman’s, another family has been selected by Habitat to begin the build process in Mt. Vernon this
year. Habitat is currently seeking sponsors to support these efforts.

For more information on how you can help support Habitat for Humanity of Evansville, contact Sr. Jane Michele McClure, Major
Gifts Officer, at (812) 423-5623 Ext. 26.

Welcome Home, Henryville!

Tom and Marcia Ballard
Lois M. Bennett +
Lola J. Bromm +
David and Ginny Cook
Melvin L. Dickhaut +
LeRoy and Pat Dilger
Greg and Joyce Donaldson
Marjorie E. Ewing +

On December 15, volunteers from Habitat for Humanity of Evansville delivered items
from the Welcome Home and Red Bookcase project to 10 families in Henryville. The
items, valued at over $4,000, were displayed in the homes prior to the dedications.
Business Thank You: Tracy Zeller Jewelry, Valspar Paints, Fehrenbacher Cabinets

Gilbert and Alberta Fehrenbacher +
Butch and Linda Feulner
Jim and Emily Fowler +
Theresa Frielinghausen
John and Lucille Gooch +
Dan and Lou Ann Green
Ben Greiner +
Eugene and Barbara Hamlow

Volunteer Thank You: Carol and Jim
Havens, Steve and Karen Sorensen,
Spike Durant, Carroll Weber, Chris and
Alice Huus, Patty Goodson, Carol Smith, Annette
Lavallo, Jayne Christian, Todd, Jessica and Ella Chamberlain, and Jacob, Wesley,
Molly and Lori Reed.

Jim and Carol Havens
Nancy Hitch
Elizabeth Kalb
Dr. Llewellyn Lieber +
Bob and Shirley Nicholson
Dan and Laura Niemeier
Jim and Pat Perigo
Jim and Janette Prickett

Lori Reed
Charlotte Richardt +
Aileen Roberts
Kenneth Silverman +
Steve and Wendy Thomas
Maryedna Wilkie +
Scott and Holly Wittman
Anonymous (3)

Cars For Homes
Did you know that steel is the most recycled material on the planet? According
to the American Iron and Steel Institute, steel is recycled at an extremely high
overall recycling rate, 88%. Habitat’s Cars for Homes can take your old car and
help recycle it, helping make new steel products and build more homes locally.

These projects will continue to support partner families locally. You can donate
your Kohl’s bucks or Bed, Bath & Beyond coupons for future purchases.

Contact Michael Erwin, Development Director, at (812) 423-5623 Ext. 36.

To learn more, please contact Carol Havens at havenscs@gmail.com

2nd Annual Best One Golf Outing

Habitat Partners In Action - Community One
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Habitat just launched our
newly2 redesigned website
at evansvillehabitat.org –
Check it out3 today!

Support Habitat affiliates in the
region on Thursday, April 25 at
Cambridge Golf Club. Interested
in playing or becoming an event
sponsor?
Please visit:
http://www.evansvillehabitat.org/best-one-golf-outing
Questions? Contact Michael Erwin at (812) 423-5623 Ext. 36 or by
email at merwin@evansvillehabitat.org
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For more information on how to connect, volunteer, partner or donate,
please visit www.community1.org or contact Executive Director Eric
Cummings at (812) 250-688 or email at eric.cummings@community1.org

DID YOU KNOW?

INC

1

Community One is a new volunteer-based, non-profit Community Development
Corporation (CDC) operating in Evansville and Henderson, Ky. Launched in 2012 by
Crossroads Christian Church, Community One’s faith-inspired mission is to “Love Our
Neighbors” through housing restoration projects including home repairs, weatherization
and whole-house rehabs. This focus on the restoration of existing housing is
complimentary to the new construction work being done by Habitat and other housing
organizations in the community. They serve homeowners with a genuine need for
help, who are unable to perform the repairs themselves or pay for them, and who are
willing to receive assistance from community volunteers.
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